President's Report
My term of office started immediately at the end of the World Assembly in New York, June, 1977 at a time when a world wide recession was beginning and it was becoming obvious that the developing world was needing more and getting less. In our field of interest both the United Nations and the World Health Organization were uncertain about their roles. However, ISPO faced up to the triennium with considerable confidence because of its solid record of achievement through the years of ICPO and from 1970 as an independent Society.
And so the work of the Society has gone on. A meeting in Philadelphia immediately following the New York Congress was the last of a series of meetings studying amputee performance leading to methods of physical testing of leg prostheses with the ultimate objective of establishing Standards. Our efforts have come to fruition with the establishment of Technical Committee 168 of the International Standards Organization. This committee is concerned with orthotics and external prosthetics and has a stated special relationship with ISPO. The first meeting of the full Committee was held in Pforzheim, Germany in May, 1979. On that occasion it was agreed that the work of the Committee should operate in the first instance through three Working Groups on Terminology, Medical Aspects and Physical Testing. Meetings of all three groups have since taken place in Berlin, West Germany and St. Andrews, Scotland. A number of Conferences, international, regional and national have been held and these include:
An 
Society relationships
We have not found it possible during the triennium to regularise our relationship with our parent Society, Rehabilitation International, in a completely satisfactory way. This is due largely to the different structure of each of the Societies. While we hope to continue to strengthen our ties with the International Commission on Technical Aids it is clear that further discussions are necessary as to how ISPO as an organization should relate to Rehabilitation International. I am glad to say that the excellent relationships established with the Chairman of ICTA have sustained us through these years. There is considerable common ground both in the field of technical aids and also in wheelchairs and other mobility aids. Dr. Paul Dollfus and myself in considering co-operative work have discussed the possibility of a workshop on the training of therapists in technical aids and collaboration in the field of evaluation of wheelchairs. In furtherance of these discussions I attended ICTA meetings at Mulhouse, Loughborough and Winnipeg.
We continue to co-operate as we are doing now with INTERBOR. Our Societies have a very different base and a very different structure but our objectives are similar. It is important that we continue to respect each other and in this regard fruitful discussion has taken place this week with Helmut Ginko, Andre Bahler and Jacques Van Rolleghem on future collaboration. INTERBOR members have made important contributions to the Congress not only in the establishment of an outstanding exhibit but also to the scientific programme.
International evaluation
You will need no reminding that it has been our interest to develop a system and an organization to conduct international evaluations and, to ensure success, establish a permanent professional secretariat. This concept is an amalgam of ideas from many but is really the brain child of A. Bennett Wilson Jnr. In furtherance of this project I spent a week in Washington D.C. in September, 1978 working with Anthony Staros of the Veterans Administration and Mr. J. Traub of the then Rehabilitation Services Administration to develop a document outlining proposals for the funding of such an organization. An introductory meeting with officials of three industrial nations, United States, Sweden and the United Kingdom in November, 1978 in Copenhagen had given us some insight into the problems that governments have in funding international projects. Following meetings in Washington the Rehabilitation Services Administration, United States, decided to fund a meeting in Poland under the auspices of ISPO. This took place in July, 1979 and was devoted to discussion on international evaluation based on the proposal developed. Professionals from fourteen countries were represented although it has to be said that a number were not fully conversant with the objectives of international evaluation or the implications. For this reason the time available for discussion in depth was limited. Nevertheless the event was useful and spelled out rather clearly the difficulties there would be in establishing a project. Moreover governments change and their policies with it and the political will of governments strengthens or disappears with changing personalities.
The net result of the meeting was a recommendation to ISPO that it should go forward to the World Rehabilitation Fund to seek monies to establish a workshop with representatives from interested industrial nations, the developing countries and those agencies involved in international work in our field of interest. An informal meeting was held with Mr. Garrett of World Rehabilitation Fund regarding the format and the timing of our approach. This approach was made as agreed but I regret to say the proposal was turned down.
I am glad to say that the President Elect, Mr. Anthony Staros has taken up this matter and is approaching the problem from a different standpoint.
Prosthetics and Orthotics International
I believe our Journal has now established a reputation of high standing and I cannot give too high praise for the efforts of the University of Strathclyde group in sustaining this essential service to our members. In doing so they have met all deadlines in providing a high quality journal at a bargain price. Its improving stature amongst competing professional journals is measured by a significant increase in membership of the Society and in subscriptions to the Journal. This enterprise remains the mainstay of our existence and must be nourished. Above all I would ask all members to offer papers relating to their service and research.
Structure of ISPO
My experience of this past triennium has focused a bright light on our own administrative structure and especially on the role, function and execution of tasks by the Standing Committees. The lack of funds for meetings, the natural selection of people already heavily committed, the deterioration of postal services worldwide and primarily a lack of definition and precision in identifying work have all combined in a disappointing product. This important subject remains for further discussion within the new Executive Board. Our new Standing Committee on Protocol has proved to be a notable advantage. Under the Chairmanship of Dr. Knud Jansen it has produced a method of working for the Society with clearly defined protocols and guidelines which will make us, as a body, more efficient and, I believe, less vulnerable. Our Secretary could tell us with more conviction than I but I have to say that as a Society and as individuals we have a poor record of response to the Secretariat. This must be improved. On the other hand despite many problems, mainly financial, our National Member Societies continue to flourish. They have shown considerable enterprise as reflected in their increasing membership and in the increasing frequency of professional meetings. The meetings I have been fortunate to attend have demonstrated a most encouraging quality of presentations. The visits I have made include those to the Netherlands, United States, United Kingdom, and Belgium.
World Assembly
You will recall that at New York a decision was made to hold the 1980 World Assembly in the Netherlands. Despite several meetings it proved impossible to proceed further and we had to find another venue for the event. We had already lost a year and it was necessary to request further proposals and budgets from other nations. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Hannes Schmidl for the courageous way in which he took over responsibility once Bologna had been selected. We have seen the results of his efforts. He has produced an event with every aspect given its proper place and presented with considerable style. There have been problems but we are here in this beautiful city, steeped in history and in the technical orthopaedic tradition. I believe in these last few days we have provided a good overview of progress world-wide and much information that you can take home and apply to your patients' benefit.
The developing countries
You will remember the discussions in New
York on the problem of our Society in responding to requests for help from the developing countries. A decision was made by the Executive Board at that time to set aside the concept of a separate Standing Committee. This decision had intellectual substance in that the function of all the Standing Committees covered the needs of the developing countries in some degree. However, from a practical point of view we have found that we do not have a mechanism for responding quickly. In an attempt to examine more closely the status of development in these countries and to obtain a proper understanding of the need, the Honorary Secretary and myself visited the Netherlands Overseas Development Corporation and the Federal Republic of Germany rehabilitation organization concerned in this field-Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ). With the latter organization we were able to push planning forward enough to raise hopes that something would be done at least during the International Year for Disabled Persons.
In August of this year I attended a meeting in Geneva of the Non-Governmental Organizations affiliated with the United Nations in respect of the International Year of Disabled Persons, 1981. Now that this Committee has been properly established with a Secretariat to provide the necessary support, ISPO has an opportunity to influence the work to be done during 1981.
This week in Bologna has been productive in that we in ISPO, the United Nations and the World Health Organization and some of the developing nations have a clearer vision of our situation and the size of the task we face. In ISPO we have formed a TASK FORCE for the developing nations and have already held two meetings. During the course of our discussions it was decided to put before you our intention to send a proclamation of our commitment to the disabled to the Secretariat of IYDP and to the Third Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations.
It is my hope that you will agree to this course of action as it will provide a platform from which we can launch a programme of practical help for the third world. I wish to record my gratitude to Mr. Bjelic of the United Nations and Dr. Krol of the World Health Organization and those dedicated workers from the field who attended the meetings for their considered advices.
Financial status
Financially we have been sustained by membership fees, the Rungsted course and substantial contributions from the War Amputations of Canada. We have just heard that they propose to continue to fund us on an annual basis. We would also like to announce a contribution of $5,0o0 from the United States Manufacturing Company as one of a series of random contributions over many years. The President of U.S. Manufacturing has told me that they are prepared to look at further help if we need it. Needless to say I await with trepidation the final accounting for this our Third World Assembly and Congress in Bologna.
I have tried to provide a record of activity. Let us hope that it will result in practical benefit for our patients.
Whatever has been achieved I would wish to record my thanks to scores of individuals, in particular, to members of the Executive Board and especially to our immediate Past President, Dr. Knud Jansen, President Elect Mr. Anthony Staros and to John Hughes the Honorary Secretary of this Society. Our activities have been, as always, supported by the Copenhagen Resource Group in the persons of Knud Jansen, Jorgen Kjolbye, Erik Lyquist, Wilfred Kragstrup and of course Aase Larsson. You all know that Knud Jansen arranged for our secretary to be housed in the Orthopaedic Department of Gentofte Hospital and for Aase to be paid in part by the hospital authority. This could only be a temporary arrangement and I am glad to say that by the efforts of Knud Jansen, John Hughes and most of all by the diplomatic resource and persuasion of Erik Lyquist we have now repaired our relationships with the Society and Home for the Disabled. We have come home. With great generosity the Society and Home for the Disabled have provided office accommodation and a generous grant to assist with secretarial costs for a period of three years. We have, of course, formally responded to this most generous contribution.
My thanks to all who contributed to this Congre-from ISPO and INTERBOR Lastly, I thank you for all your co-operation during my period of office and wish you all a happy and productive future.
Congress Report

NORMAN JACOBS
The Third World Congress of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics was held in Italy from 28th September to4th October, 1980, in collaboration with Interbor. The splendid medieval city of Bologna provided a friendly atmosphere for what proved to be a very successful and stimulating Congress.
Over 700 participants attended the Congress from more than 50 countries. Contributors from over 30 countries discussed the different aspects of prosthetic and orthotic rehabilitation from truly international viewpoints. This was possible due to the simultaneous translation of the contributions into Italian, English, German and French in the four major meeting halls of the Conference Centre which broke down any linguistic barriers and helped to provide a free exchange of ideas.
The Plenary Sessions provided an important review of the current state of practice in aspects of prosthetic and orthotic rehabilitation, the topics covered being amputations, spinal problems, congenital limb deficiencies, lower limb disorders, the foot, prosthetics and orthotics in developing countries and the promise of rehabilitation engineering. The eleven symposia allowed in-depth discussion of different national attitudes to particular problems. The broad scope and diversity of ongoing research and clinical activities was reflected by the 180 selected papers that were presented in the twelve open paper sessions.
Continuing in the tradition of the New York Congress, 16 instructional courses were provided each lasting from 2 to 24 hours duration. An international faculty was assembled to provide a high level of instruction to the course participants. The total number of instruction course registrations was over 750.
All parts of the scientific and educational programme were very well attended, and the scientific and educational programme was complemented by a very full film and videotape programme.
It is regretted that it is not possible for the Society to publish all the material presented at the Congress, however, the editors of "Prosthetics and Orthotics International" will be publishing selected papers from the Congress in future issues of the Journal.
The Scientific and Commercial Exhibition was also well subscribed and attended. Over 70 exhibitors showed their most up-to-date products and also recent technological developments in the fields of prosthetic and orthotic rehabilitation.
Such a congress would not have been possible without the cooperation and assistance of a great number of people throughout the world, not only during the event itself but also during the many months of preparation and organization. The Programme Committee takes this opportunity to thank all those who helped make the Congress such a great success.
